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Parish Hall, immediately following the worship service
Let’s gather downstairs for coffee, comestibles, and community!
Proceeds from Sandwich Board sales support church program
income. Let’s build community over coffee, soup, sandwiches,
and desserts.

Unitarian Universalist

Young Adult Group
The Young Adult Group (ages 18 – 35) meets after the Sunday
service for lunch in the Stage Right Room. You can purchase food
from the Sandwich Board during Coffee Hour, or bring your own
food.e,The
Stage Right Room is the first room on your left after
the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association,
going down the stairs at the back of the sanctuary.
covenant to affirm and promote • The inherent worth and dignity
of every person • Justice, equity and compassion in human relations •
Children’s Religious Education
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our
Today, all children are invited to Easter Eggstravaganza! At the
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wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit
and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life • Words and
deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers
and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power
of love • Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical
and spiritual life • Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond
to God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves • Humanist teachings
which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science,
and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit • Spiritual teachings of
earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct
us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. Grateful for the religious
pluralism which enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen
our understanding and expand our vision. As free congregations we enter
into this covenant, promising to one another our mutual trust and support.
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Gathered in love and service for justice and peace
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A Note on Our Performance of Bach’s Easter Oratorio
Sunday, April 4th ~ 11:00 am, Sanctuary
Unitarian Universalism draws its teachings, its worship, and its
disciples from religions all over the world and theologies as diverse
as I can imagine. But perhaps more than any other religion, the
roots of our Unitarian Universalist faith come from the historical
tradition of Protestant Christianity. This April 4th, we honor part
of our tradition and our faith by celebrating Easter, a holiday of
strength, hope, and resurrection, with a piece of music by one
of the greatest masters the Western world has ever known,
Johann Sebastian Bach.
Bach’s Easter Oratorio tells the story of Jesus’s apostles coming
to his tomb on the third day after his death, finding it empty,
and struggling to understand the mystery of what that could mean.
The emotions within are a microcosm of the final days of Jesus’s life:
pain, sorrow, and yearning, followed by praise, and finally, thanks.
Unlike Bach’s Passions and the Christmas Oratorio, there is no text
from the Gospel, though the four soloists are identified as characters
in the Gospel narrative: Peter; John; Mary, daughter of James;
and Mary Magdalene.
It is perhaps befitting a Unitarian Universalist performance of
this Easter piece that its origins were anything but sacred. Bach
composed many pieces of celebratory music during his time in
Leipzig, many of which were Birthday Odes for members of the
ruling family. As these pieces were destined to receive only one
performance, it is not surprising that Bach was determined to
find a new home for some of the large-scale choral and orchestral
movements into which he had put so much creative effort. Thus
it was that the Easter Oratorio started its life as a secular birthday
cantata for the Duke of Sachs-Weißenfels and was first performed
on February 23, 1725.
It is quite possible that Bach planned his composition as destined
for the church from the start, as very soon afterward, the music
reappeared with a new, sacred, text as the cantata on Easter
Sunday, April 1st 1725, where the original festival scoring was
equally appropriate. Some scholars believe that the new text was
also planned early, and postulate Picander (the Leipzig poet who
provided Bach with so many cantata texts as well as the St. Matthew
Passion text) as its author. The piece in its present form is the result
of several recompositions, as Bach continued to rework the piece
well into the late 1740s. Today, the Easter Oratorio stands as one
of his many resplendent masterworks.
– Mark David Buckles
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S u n d a y, A p r i l 4 t h , 2 010
CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Arlington Street Church Responding to Haiti
This is the last Opportunity to Donate towards TENTS for Haiti!
Make checks out to ASC (Haiti/TENT in the memo line). See the
e, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association,
Social Action table in the Parish Hall for more details about the
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Parents as Resident Theologians
Sunday, May 16th ~ 1:00 pm with Rev. Kim
Let us build memories in our children lest they allow treasures to
be lost because they have not been given the keys. We live, not by
things, but by the meanings of things. It is needful to transmit the
Arlington
Street Church
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to generation.
– Antoine de St. Exupéry
Boston,
Massachusetts
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Please join us in singing these selected hymns!
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e, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association,
covenant to affirm and promote • The inherent worth and dignity
of every person • Justice, equity and compassion in human relations •
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations • A free and responsible search for truth and meaning •
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large • The goal of world community with
peace, liberty, and justice for all • Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part. The living tradition which we share draws
from many sources • Direct experience of that transcending mystery and
wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit
and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life • Words and
deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers
and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power
of love • Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical
and spiritual life • Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond
to God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves • Humanist teachings
which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science,
and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit • Spiritual teachings of
earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct
us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. Grateful for the religious
pluralism which enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen
our understanding and expand our vision. As free congregations we enter
into this covenant, promising to one another our mutual trust and support.
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*After service, please deposit this sheet music in 
the provided recycle bins as you exit. Thank you!

